


Our island state is in a constant state of flux, where time flows and light dances with shadows, creating
a mesmerizing sequence of images that capture the imagination. Dusk, in particular, is magical, igniting
my creative spirit with its enchanting light. Using bold impasto technique, I've sought to preserve the

fleeting beauty of light—ever-shiftfing and revealing the city’s true essence and its dynamic growth.

From the ornate pre-war shophouses of the early 1900s to the sleek skyscrapers that define today’s skyline,
Singapore’s transformation is nothing short of remarkable. This city, where light and shadow, tradition and
modernity converge, showcases a landscape that is both distinct and ever-evolving. These changes not

only tell the story of Singapore’s rich past but also reflect its unwavering drive for innovation and progress.

Through my painfings, | strive to capture these shifting shadows and the vibrant energy of the city, offering

a glimpse into Singapore’s unique allure as | see it.
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Foreword

Kevin Tan Ngee Chye is regarded as an important figure among third-generation
Singapore artists for his distinct contribution to the local art scene, especially
in his use of abstraction and his exploration of Singapore’s evolving landscape
and identity. His work often reflects a deep engagement with social, cultural,
and urban changes in Singapore, blending local context with broader arfistic frends.

As a leading art gallery, Gallery1819 is deeply meticulous in our offerings,
celebrating the unrivalled artistic talents found in Singapore. Gallery1819
proudly promotes second and third-generation local artists, honoring their
legacy and unique perspectives that contribute to our cultural tapestry. We
champion the ambitious voices of artists who are not only trendsetters but
cultural weavers, connecting the threads of our country’s rich history and its

promising future.

Titled BERR lllumin, Kevin contributes to shaping modern Singaporean art by
pushing boundaries and redefining how artists can represent their environment
and experiences.

It's fruly spellbinding how an artist can take a simple palette knife and a

blank canvas and fransform them into mesmerizing depictions of Singapore’s
stunning architecture. Each stroke captures the soul and vibrancy of the city,
leaving audiences marveling at not just the buildings, but the artist’s incredible

talent.

Zak Lo

Founder, Gallery1819 Pte Ltd

Honorary Secretary, Art Galleries Association Singapore
Curator, Singapore Yellow Ribbon Project 2024

Moving HeARTs in the City, Roving art fruck exhibition



Message

The main cities of the third world countries are |neV|lo!y identified by towering
skyscrapers which form beautiful skylines alluring poets and artists fo produce
their creative poems and artworks.

Singapore is a city state where all the financial and administrative activities
are concentrated in the southern part of the small island where almost all the

skyscrapers are located here.

The buildings developed by the financial institutions, the big corporations
and the government are in various designs and shapes which together
with heritage buildings they formed beautiful and enchanting urban
landscapes and hence attracted many artists, including our established
artist Kevin Tan Ngee Chye. Kevin saw the beauty of the urban landscape
through the changes in the weather and time. He also saw the avant
garte and the traditional elements harmoniously blended together
forming unusual scenes. He then uses the impasto technique to capture

these impressions as he saw it.

Kevin was recently elected as the President of the Society of Chinese Artists,
the oldest art society in Singapore.

| would like to wish Kelvin Tan every success in his exhibition entitled illumine.

Dr Ho Kah Leong

Hon Adviser to Singapore Arts Federation






Born in Singapore in 1963. He graduated from the Graphic Design
Department of Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts and worked as an
illustrator and art director in the advertising industry for thirty years.

His extensive commercial experience allowed him to strike a balance
between creativity and market value. He gained recognition and
appreciation in the art world for his series of works depicting personal
experiences of night scenes and golden moments. The night scapes
and golden hours of Singapore have deeply influenced his artistic
direction. Kevin enjoys exploring various mediums such as ink, acrylic,
oil, and watercolor, depicting both familiar and abstract subjects. He
currently serves as the president of The Society of Chinese Artists. As life
member of the Singapore Art Society, NAFA ALUMNI and Club NAFA.
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Beneath the twilight's glow, the entire scene exudes an aura of mystery

and allure. The golden radiance seems to expand the limits of time and

space, foreshadowing a splendid future. The Merlion stands tall in the frame,
itnessing the city’s exceptional culture and profound historical heritage.

AAREMARET, B EERAE —MHRRMEANRE. SGRET R TRZH
R, AHMRERRNEFRR. BEATHEEMETE, WIET XT8N
MUERERHERE.



City of Gold & 23 90x70cm acrylic on linen



A highly acclaimed landmark in the metropolis, each preserved shophouse
in the Golden Land embodies millions in value, making it a cherished place
in the city. Here, prosperity and prestige intertwine, painting a mesmerizing
picture of golden radiance that captivates the imagination.

AETHEZEENREETE. S—HREEEBERETANNE, RAXE
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Golden Land E&&i#Hh  92x92cm  acrylic on linen

Private Collection
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Pagoda Street was once famous for its “*Kwong Hup Yuen” coolie depot, and
by 1901, it had as many as 12 coolie houses, earning it the nickname "Kwong
Hup Yuen Street.” In 1972, Queen Elizabeth Il visited the night market here,
bringing it further into the spotlight.

Today, Pagoda Street is a main thoroughfare in Chinatown. Lined with
traditional shophouses painted in vibrant colors, the street is filled with Chinese-

style and local souvenirs, captivating foreign tourists.
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Day in Pagoda Street EBHEAI—X  65x90cm  acrylic on linen
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In Singapore, tradition and modernity are not polar opposites, but rather
intertwined, creating a uniqgue sense of harmony. Traditional shophouses stand
side by side with towering skyscrapers, as if narrating an ongoing dialogue
between history and the present. When sunlight bathes these buildings, the
golden glow not only illuminates the physical space but also highlights the
intersection of tradition and modernity, enriching the city’s cultural landscape.

This interplay of light and shadow is not only a testament to Singapore’s growth and
progress but also a reflection of its cultural diversity and inclusiveness. It is within
this diverse and inclusive backdrop that Singapore has been able to preserve its

fraditions while continuously innovating and advancing toward the future.

Particularly, when the golden hues of the setting sun blanket the skyscrapers of the
financial district, they reflect more than just the fleeting beauty of dusk; they symbolise
the city’s briliance and glory in the face of time's relentless passage. Though the
twilight is brief, it radiates with a dazzling light, signifying Singapore’s magnificent
jouney, both in its past and future.
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In Between Reflections #ZBR <[] 80x120cm acrylic on linen



Under the golden glow of dusk, this riverside reflects the glorious past. It has
nurtured numerous painters as precious as gold. Their artistic achievements
shine like the sunset, withessing the exceptional culture and profound heritage
of this land.
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Golden River =& B 65x90cm  acrylic on linen
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The Merlion, standing tall by the coast, symbolizes the flourishing prosperity of our
tourism industry. Sunlight filters through the gaps between the skyscrapers in the

financial district, casting a gentle and serene glow on the seq, bringing a sense of
calm to the city after a busy day. The sky gradually transitions from a bright blue to

a brilliant orange, resembling a vibrant painting that leaves one in awe.
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Glow of the Merlion &EIFRIATE 92x92cm  acrylic on linen
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he street is very much well-known by the locals for Bhai Sarabat Stall and

cheap, no frills eating outlet, Kampong Gelam Café.

XEHELMAFIEEFR, EAF Bhai Sarabat ML M—MERELEHAR
R —H & Ea LR



Morning in Baghdad St BA&A# R  65x90cm  acrylic on linen
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Set against the backdrop of the setting sun’s glow casting ifs light upon the
Mother River, this painting portrays a tranquil yet magnificent scene, contrasting
the serenity amidst the urban landscape. The golden hues and mirage-like

cityscape add a sense of mystery and allure, almost hinting at future visions.

USRAERETHRTAER, RUETHMERNRR, FEEETHHN—2T
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starry night #7 35x60cm acrylic on linen 2022

Twilight on Mother River B[E®  92x92cm  acylic on linen



Capturing the special glow of dusk, it's a fleeting yet enchanting moment. It
depicts the golden rays of the setting sun casting a warm hue over the earth,
illuminating the horizon where the sky meets the ground, presenting a tranquil
yet magnificent scene. One can almost feel the serenity and mystery amidst
the bustling cityscape, while this radiant glory enhances the allure of the entire

scene.
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Twilight of Glory Z8BEE  92x92cm  acrylic on linen



Twilight is the most poetic moment of the day. As the golden sunset slowly de-
scends in the west, the city, bathed in its warm glow, seems to don a dreamy veill,

filled with mystery and anfticipation.

Overlooking the entire city, the light of dusk outlines the skyscrapers with re-
markable clarity. Sunlight streams through the gaps between buildings, casting
a soft and serene glow over the bustling city. The sky gradually transitions from
a bright blue to a brilliant orange, and finally to a deep purple, resembling a

colorful canvas that leaves one breathless.

BE, B—RXPREANRENNZ. SEENSMREERR, WHEINRRIAIET,
iR £ T —ERBLAMBILIR, FTH T HSHR

M EANMAT, AENATHSRRENREHLEHEINIH, RXEDTERYIE
B4R, REMNEL, KENLT —ROWHERT —BRMETEE. R=HH MR
THEeTEIAWNER, BERTNER, B BEeRENESE, SA
B M.



The Beauty of Twilight EE XS 92x92cm acylic on linen



Chinatown, a must-visit spot for artists and tourists alike. On a sunny day, travelers
start o arive one after another, and shop owners begin their busy day, arranging
vibrant red souvenirs. The durian vendor starts opening up durians, allowing visitors
to have a taste. Thus begins another day in Chinatown.
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Day in Chinafown #ZE7kfI—X 65x90cm acrylic on linen



Lau Pa Sat, built in the 19th century, also known as Telok Ayer Marke
(with "Pasar” being the Malay word for *market”), has now become a bustling
food court offering traditional dishes from various ethnicities. Its unique
architecture has long made it a striking landmark in the heart of the city.

ET19 tHEmEER (auPasal, “BR” BkiER “hin” HWER) XaERLEE
# (elok Ayer Markeh), BECZMARE, NBEEREIEGER, KALRLUAIR
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golden hour #1 92x92cm acrylic on linen 2022

Lau Pa Sat ZBZ 92x92cm  acrylic on linen



The iconic neon lights of Hong Kong in the 1970s reflected
a glorious era. The city at night shone like a bright peairl,
universally recognised as the Pearl of the Orient. Unfortunately,

they disappeared more than a decade ago, never to return.

TOFRFBEHRNTALT, EMERENFR. FERGHWA
K—HEAR, HRBARFZHK. TERTSFIICETEFE.

Hong Kong Neon Lights E4T & FHIE &
90x120cm acrylic on linen

Private Collection
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Cross the sea i3 50x50cm acrylic on linen

The name “adorable” comes from the fact that it "i33E " RRAEEASGERINREIRNE, MEEIEELR

makes a “ding ding” sound whenever it arrives aft a %ﬁﬁhﬁéﬁ’\]?ﬁ ﬁ@ﬁ;ﬁgﬂi?fﬁgmﬁ?m y?\@
stop. Operating since 1904, it has a history of over o = - ’
a century and is a unigue mode of fransportation in RO HNIER.

Hong Kong.




Tramway ATATZE  50x50cm acrylic on linen

The name “adorable” comes from the fact that
it makes a “ding ding” sound whenever it arrives
at a stop. Operating since 1904, it has a history
of over a century and is a unigue mode of
fransportation in Hong Kong.

TEMEWEENEHHBL LIRS, A
19METHERIET, CAREERHE, RESHENT
BTA.
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Morning in fruit market REEZMIHFER  50x50cm  acrylic on linen

The moming at the fruit market is filed with a strong BEHNIINERTH TIRENEFESE, KEOKERER
selnse of life. Mgs’r of The fruits are imported, and the SO, k.
prices are relatively high.



Indomitable FAEAHE 50x50cm  acrylic on linen

Under the flyover, an old and wom-out stall emits a
rich aroma of peanuts, standing in stark contrast to its
suroundings. One can sense a resilient spirit persisting
against all odds.

From my Hong Kong fiend's account, | leamed that
these stalls are licensed, but the government no
longer issues new licenses. Once the license holder
passes away, no new stall will replace it.

AR TA—Z BRI O ML ERBNEERTRS
BERIMERAEZIRTE. BREBHBRTETRE
HEHERTE .
NEERAOFRAELEBUREERN, BEHFE
BAERE, FRARTHRIER.
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It's rare to come across pork stalls in Hong Kong, bu elieve
they are a must-visit for most housewives. The butcher’s skilled,

rhythmic chopping of the pork caught my attention, and | used
warm tones to capture the freshness of the meat in my painting.

ERBUESRNEEAME, HESZURETAVEZL. HENT]
RIVERZRBEARSIER, FRERGFEBRDHENA.



Pork stall &I 50x50cm  acrylic on linen
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During my sketching stay in Hong Kong, | fully immersed
myself in the city’s unique culinary culture. Whether dining in
tea houses or famous roasted meat restaurants, every meal
was a delight, never once disappointing. This experience
strengthened my belief in the saying "Food is the
paramount necessity of the people” and became a source
of inspiration for my artwork. Hong Kong's culinary paradise
has become the theme, highlighting the importance of food in

people’s lives and the cherished memories it brings.

ABFEBILRXNEEER S, URFERRTEHEBMBNERAK. T
LEAERBETEREZZNRERE, B—PIRBEKETS, ARE
B, REHEHRE “‘RURAX" , FRHENAEER R
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Paradise on food RILEB AKX 92x92cm actylic onlinen  Private Collection



Most artists choose to sketch at famous spots. This riverside has
nurtured many artists’ stories. Returning here to sketch each

year brings back faint memories, almost as if one can see the
scenes of past masters painting. Over time, artists’ techniques

continue to evolve.

AREHERPIEF-LEARRHAITEE. IFAHEETIF
ZERNEE, SFEHRLEMEE, DLFUREHEIZ, %
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HETHREL.



Riverside Tales ;AIBEEE  65x90cm  acrylic on linen
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As the National Day month approaches in Singapore, the
entire city gradually dons its festive attire. Streets and alleys

are brightly decorated, and households proudly hoist the

national flag,
a symbol of the nation’s pride. The vibrant red and white
colours flutter in the breeze, infusing the familiar city with new

energy and vitality.

BEITHMENERXRABG, BMEHRAHETHHOR
K. RENE, LLKTEFR, KXFPRHDERET RIEE
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BB EN T RIFEEYE D S E L.



A Festive City ZiEKR  65x90cm  acrylic on linen
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The towering frees around Duxton Hill left a deep first impression
on me. These maijestic trees bring a sense of tranquility to the
areq, while people around are busily preparing for the day
ahead. The calmness under the shade of the trees contrasts
with the energy in people’s footsteps, creating a scene that

is both peaceful and full of vitality.

This juxtaposition allowed me to feel the harmonious
coexistence of nature and urban life, inspiring my creative

thoughts about this unique place.

ETHUBAENARARBT TRLUNE—EIR. SAHHKA
XAXEERT —MTHRORE, MEN, FEANETED
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Morning in Duxton Hill R &35 +2l  65x90cm  acrylic on linen
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In the bustling and lively Chinatown, there lies a serene area—
Ann Siang Hill—like a tranquil oasis in the heart of the city.
Stepping into this place feels like a journey through time, back
to the lives of early immigrants in Singapore, carrying with it a

rich history and countless stories.

AREBEENFEFK, F—ATHORE—REWL, Ah2ETH
hH—RENRGM. ERXE, HHFERE, B3 THMEEH
BRIEFED, AREFEHALMNEE.



Ann Siang Hill 2411 65x90cm  acrylic on linen
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The concept of Nanyang Old Coffee dates back to the early
1940s, when coffee shops would roast coffee beans in their
own backyard and grind them for daily use. This fraditional
method not only gave the coffee a unique flavor but also

carried a deep cultural significance.

Today, Nanyang Old Coffee recreates that nostalgic charm by
offering friendly service in a cozy setting. Customers can enjoy
not only great coffee but also a rich cultural experience filled with

fradition and warmith.

R MIMERI L 2R B40F R ANH, MMFREMMEEEEEEBR
BERFIMENMNE, BEREEEER. XMEEHF AT NET
TUIEE SR KUK, AR T RERIXLRE .
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Nanyang Old Coffee @ EEMIME 65x90cm  actrylic on linen
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Singapore’s city night scape is like a brilliant starry sky. Each
light tells a story of struggle, life, dreams, and growth. At
dusk, the orange and purple hues illuminate the skyscrapers,
and as the lights gradually turn on, they reflect the hard
work of the people. As night falls, the neon lights flash, and
the bustling traffic mirrors daily life. These lights also record
the growth of young individuals. Together, these stories

create the vibrant night scape of Singapore.

REI TR R, MR—RERNES. S—SATCENFRETE.
HIE. BIEMBKIEE. AR, BRAUERAESHEXE, [Tt
R, WARBANNFEEIIE. "EMIE, SAIATAKK, FERN
A, RREAMNWBEEE. JAHRREDE, EREFBRANRK
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Stary Night#13 2z#13 65x90cm  acrylic on linen
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GALLERY

1819

315 Outram Rd, #02-04
Tan Boon Liat Building, Singapore 169074

Gallery 1819 Singapore, was established inthe yearof 2019 to commemorate
200 years of founding of Modern Singapore by Sir Stamford Raffles.

In December 1818, Raffles left Calcuttain search of a new British seftlement
to replace Malacca. Raffles arrived in Singapore on board the Indiana on
28 January 1819. Accompanied by William Farguhar and a sepoy, he met
Temenggong Abdul Rahman to negotiate for a British trading post to be
established on the island. On 6 February 1819, Raffles signed an official
tfreaty with Sultan Hussein and the Temenggong and on this day, the Union
Jack was officially hoisted in Singapore.

Gallery 1819 Singapore features Southeast Asian artworks from established
artists across the International region. Ranging from Chinese Ink to Oil and
Gouache paintings, Gallery 1819 offers a versatile acquisition of collectible
works with a strong emphasis on promoting Singapore’s culture and art
talents.

The collection of mostly established local artists’ works showcases familiar
scenes dear to the hearts of Singaporeans.

"Their quality is just as good as that of overseas artists, and | want to
provide them with a platform and promote them around the world. The
masterpieces by famous artists are usually a testament to the time they
lived in and that's what we look for in our Artists: do they represent the
country? Or the themes that define the century they live in?”

- Zak Lo,
Gallery Director
Gallery1819 Pte Ltd

gallery1819.com

@gallery1819singapore € @gallery1819sg +65 9826 4172








